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A Profile of Hispanic Public School Students 



Executive Summary 

The number of Hispanic students in the nation’s public schools nearly doubled 
from 1990 to 2006, accounting for 60% of the total growth in public school 
enrollments over that period. There are now approximately 10 million Hispanic 
students in the nation’s public kindergartens and its elementary and high schools; 
they make up about one-in-five public school students in the United States. In 
1990, just one-in-eight public school students were Hispanic. 



Table 1 

School Enrollment, 1990 and 2006 



(thousands, except % Hispanic, % change and share of growth) 









Change, 


% Change, 


Share of 




2006 


1990 


1990-2006 


1990-2006 


Growth (%) 


Total Student Enrollment 


53,761 


45,579 


8,182 


18.0 


— 


Public school enrollment 


48,016 


40,115 


7,901 


19.7 


100.0 


Non-Hispanic students 


38,1 95 


35,040 


3,155 


9.0 


39.9 


Hispanic students 


9,821 


5,075 


4,746 


93.5 


60.1 


% Hispanic 


20.5 


12.7 


— 


— 


— 



Source: Pew Hispanic Center tabulations of the 2006 ACS (IPUMS 1% sample) and the 1990 Census (IPIJMS 5% sample) 



Strong growth in Hispanic enrollment is expected to 
continue for decades, according to a recently released 
U.S. Census Bureau population projection. The 
bureau projects that the Hispanic school-age 
population will increase by 166% by 2050 (to 28 
million from 1 1 million in 2006), while the non- 
Hispanic school-age population will grow by just 4% 
(to 45 million from 43 million) over this same 
period. 1 In 2050, there will be more school-age 
Hispanic children than school-age non-Hispanic 
white children. 



Figure 1 

Actual and Projected Growth Rates 
of School-Age Children (%change) 

■ Non-Hispanic ■ Hispanic 



166 




Note: Growth rates shown by bars on the left differ slightly 
from those in Table 1 because the figures shown above are 
for school-age children while the figures in Table 1 are for 
students of any age enrolled in school. The bars on the 
right show growth rates projected by the U.S. Census 
Bureau. 

Source: Pew Hispanic Center tabulations of the 2006 ACS 
(IPUMS 1% sample) and the 1990 Census (IPUMS 5% 
sample); U.S. Census Bureau Population Projections 
(http://www.census.gov/population/www/projections/ 

2 008proj ection s.html) 



1 The U.S. Census Bureau projects the size of the population age 5 to 17. The growth of public school enrollment will not 
exactly match the growth of the school-age population because some children are not enrolled in school, some children 
attend private schools and some adults are enrolled in public schools. 
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While Hispanics account for 20% of public school students nationally, their share 
of enrollment is greater in several states. In 2006 Hispanics were about half of all 
public school students in California, up from 36% in 1990. They were more than 
40% of enrollments in three additional states (Arizona, New Mexico and Texas) 
and between 20% and 40% of all public school students in five states (Nevada, 
Colorado, Illinois, Florida and New York). Overall, Hispanics are the largest 
minority group in the public schools in 22 states. 



Hispanic Share of Public School Students, by State 




Pew Hispanic Center tabulations of the 2006 ACS(1 % IPUMSsample) 



More than 40% Latino (4 states) 

Between 20% and 40% Latino (5 states) 
Between 10% and 20% Latino (13 states) 
Between 5% and 10% Latino (12 states) 
Less than 5% Latino (16 states) 



□ 

□ 
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